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THE BARD AND THE KNIGHT.

A GAELIC IDYLL.-

PROLOGUE.

..
Forgotten are they, the Bards of Old,
Forgotten the tales of Jove they told;
Forgollen the war.song, stern and Laid,

And the lullabr o'er the dead;
For the Sallon wol hath crept on the lold,

And hi, voice is heard Instead.

There were tenrs and lire in that melting lonrue.
Whose coldest word was a soulful .ong.
An God 1 how iron henrt! were wrung

By the woil 01 the Keener haunted I
But Oh I how their chords ngain were strung

When the Might of the Dead he chanted I

Ah I m'Jsic lived in the Old Land then,
When love made hearts, nnd hearts made men,
And men wrought deeds agnin Rnd again

Were ,vorthy II mlnslrel's song.
And.mlnllireis there were whose Immorto.latnUn

Could no mortnl pro\\'C~$wrong .
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INTRODUCTORY CHORU~
IDtbeSprlnglime oflJre mettwo youths by the wa1~

o Men oCErinl '""
A.d the one was grave and the other was ga,. >-' ...

OMen oCErinl
For the one was a Ion of minstrelsy,

And spoke with the aplrib of air;
But the other, he was a soldier free,

And the heart of a soldler bare.

In the Springtime olliCe aat two maida by the "'''1-
"0 Maida of Erin I

And the one WI\S grave "nd the other wu ray"'"o Maids of Erin I .
For the one WD.:> a thUd of nndity,

And her thrmghl!l were over. the ,kits; ."
But the other, she laughed joyously •.

With her helU'tin her diamond eyea.

CHORUS._

Our the mountain, over the meadow,
Over the hill and over the dale, f

Merrily hunting midnight aha.dow
Oul from its cave nnd .heltering vale,

• Over the moorlnnd swim)' fico':lIng,
Brushing the dew from the golden corn.

Drying night's tears with a Seraph gffeting
Cometh tne Rosy Morn.

Come, 0 come in your glory I .
Come from ,Your bower 0 blushing maid I .

Thro' the mist dIm nnd hoary
Shine like 1\ virgin In her bridal vell arrl1y'd I

For the lark c1eavetn up thro' Ihe cloud to thee.
Whlle looking out from their leafy shroud to

thee,
Cry the Merle and the Mavis nloud 10 thee

With. the aong of the heart wHh.out sin,
So may the soul of the Poet ling to thee,
Wh.i1e we conlent us thai cannot wing to thee.
But, ns a mirror Gfnr, to fling to t.efl

Back, Ihy beauty refleCted within.

"
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EOCAlDH-BEOTHACH
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IIEOTH"'CH •
Ho I 0 minstrel I Hail to th~e r

EOCAIDH.
Eternal health to thee 0 brother I

BEOTHACH.
Whither away 1

EOCAIDIL
To the city', ahade I go.

BEOTHACH.
On the journey I go with thee.

EOCAIDH. :-w
Down from the north art thou cornel

BEOTKACH.
(!Trulyl and lhou, 0 minstrel' \\.

EOCAtDn. ~
I tome from the Southland that birth to me gue~_

There by the sto.-ahore I learned myaong. "":::'::,.
Abere where the great ocean In darksome cavo ...

Panted Moun..! me the whole day long.
Jtlletmed unto me like the minstrel's heart

. As it bents with the patriot', sacred fire:
lJke the throb of pilin when the tongue of art

Connot yoice the lOlli', desire.
BEOTIIACH ••

I am sprung (rom the clans or Ihe North,
In m)" childhood 1 tended the cattle, '\

But, a snpling, alont'! came 1 rcrlh,
And (or Erin I Cought in lhe battle ..

For ourhcarU and their hope." are our own,
And the .hackles of peace shall not billd them;

They were fashion'd for freedom alone,
And our brawn but that frc;edom to 6nd them,

DEOTHACH.
Cornel thy harp o'er thy m"fltle sling,
I will be thy kn!ght. \

£OCAIDIf.
Thee and thy sword,
I will nerve them in the tight.

EOCAIDH_B£OTIfACH,
Onward I Onwordl
The Bard and the K11Jght.

BEOTHACH,
ICthu!I w. trod life', pathway o'erl

EOCA1DIf.
To toll hand In hand,
For Erin and the right I

.,,--

;; '.I
I
I
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'Wl'HACH.

Iam thine (or thy cause evermore,
EOCAIDH.-lIEOTHACH.

Onward I Onward [
The Bard and the Knight I

Ah I r.es true comrades we
For life and death ahall be,
In mirth and mins.retsy,

For land and liberty.
So .Ide by side for aye
In peace or battle-fray ;._
Nor ont: (10m other atray

By night or day .
EOCAlDH.

Perchance some gentler love
May hap thy heart to prove'

BEOTHACH.
Nor F..me my breslt can mo ....
Nor malden 51gb. ""'"

I.
. EOCAIDH-IlEOTHACB.

Then awear we, theu and 1,
The airen.. wiles to tll'
That e'er rn woman I eye,

We know to lie.
And then true camladell we '
For lIfe and death shall be.
ID mirth anJ minstrelay,

For land and liberty.
EOCAlDIt.

Hark thou I the call to glory I
Methinks I hear it

BEOTHACH.
Mark thou I A'Vold thou glory 1
The bravest (eat it

EOCAIDH.
Be harp and brand then &om Erin never.

BEOTHAeH.
Nor heart nor band then, Is graWUI eYer.

NESSA-BAIlIA.
NESSA.

Cerne hither with me I
Sit we down in the shad" of the elder.
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BANIA.

The robt bath already departed.
NESSA.

See the sunlight creep over Aiwain'. hill I
1W<1A.

How beautiful Is the clover In the mudow I
Nt:SSA.

Think',t thou, 0 Bania I that heaven
Is like unto this}

BA1IU.
] know not,-I know not:-
Would that I wert there I

NESSA.
And I too there by your aide.

BANIA.
Therewith the blest I

NISSA..
Dost thou remember In liCe', early morning,

When thou and I on earth were left alone.
1 shared thy childhood's lorrow, •

And mine to thee was as thine own' .
Cans'l thou forget how. heart with heart condollnr.

We've trod the path of later, fonder yean,
Till. as the lUll. the raindrops,

The light of love hath dried our lean..

How oft' beside Ui Meal1a's river,
We've culled at mom the desert flower I

How oCt' we've sung our songs together
To spirits or the ebbing twiUght houri

Ah thw, to-day, Rnd thus for ever ...,r~
Be thou to me, and I to thee an~at I ....'-'1::""...:.

Nor Time nor Grief can sever
The hearts that Grief and Time make dear.

BM'nA.
I too have known my infant guardian t.keD;
I too have known to solitude to waken;
I too have kno\'Vn life's dawn by joy fOl"$aken

Till thou wert near .•
But. save of thee, of all may Fate bereave me,
For by thy side no grief of life can grieve me,

o And for thy love all other Ion: may leave me.
XESSA.

To thee 110 dear'
11M.,..

To me so dear I
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NE$A-BANIA.. ;

Dost thou remembe~l in liCe's early mommr.
WIlen thou and on earth were Jon alone,

llhafed thy chlldhood', IOrroW.
And mine to thee was as \hIne own'

Ah thus. to-day. and thus (oreyer .
Be thou to me. and I to thee anur I

Nor Time DOf Grie( can SeTer •
The hearts that Grief and Time make dear.

EOCAIDH-BEOTHACH.
The TOWlI that .yestals make.
Nor Time. DOf Griel Dor Man maT break.

IlESS.\-IWIIA.
Who are yo thus eo Cree with yaW' greeting'
But of strangers we think blhl. medlar.

EOCAIDH-BEOTHACH.
Who~ wel Whoarewel
We shall rest us t\ 'pace to telL

CHORUSI
So the wanderers they Rlted hi leaf.1adm crot ....o lIlen of Erin I
And the YOWS of the mom ere the nOODwereroflot ....

OMaldoolErinl. ,
For the youthful Bard. with hit minstrels,.

Woke the ec~o of aympllthy', Ilgh:
But the soldier, ~e with hi, ,ong to rree.

Lit IOTe In • laughing eye.

NESSA-BEOTHACH.
NESS.\.

Tell me where thIne abode ls, Sir Soldier;
BEOTHACIL

nou wOlddst know where the warnor dwells'
NESSA.

It, perchance, Jt may please thee to te11.me.
BEOTHACH.

Tb.ou wouldst know where the warrior's home Is.
In the heart ol\he woodland, on the sunUt mead.

In the Corist dell by the rushing river,
Where the motherland tor his arm hath need.o there is the sotdiet'. bome tor ever.
He wDl rest In the gloom oCothe thunder-cloud,

On the cliffs by the eagte's eyrie:-

,
•
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,With the brineful mist for his slumber-shroud:. ..1

On the sands where the billows (oam, ,
, Where the rolling billows foam, '.

Bold and wary I .
In the (orest dell by the rushing river,

In the field of strife where the heart is tried,o there is the soldiers home. ':'
But that stock In the whl.rlwind, be It oak, be it pine,
SWlldeth strongest and longest round whom tendrll~

entwine, . ,.' ..
And thatheartln liCe'stempest. belt soldier's or seer's,
Best loving and loved, stoutest stands mid its peers.

I look in thine eyes, and there 1 see,' 'Oi.

When I fight for the land and liberty.
'I fight for love and thee.

DANIA-WCAIDH.
DANIA

Thy harp Ueth idly beside thee.
EOCAIDH,

Wilt thou singl I will follow thy voice.
nA>l1A.

1 sing but with Ness,,- my sister •.
EOCAIDH.

Thy sisterl Ahl she is here I
DANIA

Yes Nes!!:" Dh I she is departed I
But thou. Wilt not thou sing a legend'

EOCAlDH.
I sing but with Deothach, my brother.

\ BANIA.
Thy brother I Ah I he is here I

EOCAlDH.
Yes Deolhach I Dh I he Is departed I

] remember u tale of the by-gone time,
'Tis a thcme for l\ maiden', ear,

How our fnthers came from the di!<lantclime.
If pen:hnnce thou would'st wish to hear.

In a Innd where the ro~es never rndt'd,. 's
Where the sen Slcr.t In f'c:lI.e on the Golden hore,

\Vhere the Sllll by l\ c uut! wnllone"cr sho.dcrl,
Dwelt the D:utlln the dn}'s of yore.

And such rapture he fell n!' Immnrtals
. 1\Iuy feel ill their Righi t~ro' the nir:
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Yet his voice lhro' the lips' open portals,

Never, never, that rapture bare.
FOf though the heart kilOWjoy alone,

Tho' Life be all one summer morn.;
The Passions' depths are never shown,

Till Song is of Sorrow born,

or a day he was waken'd from his slumber, '.
And no longer he looked. on his Golden Shore,

But his lips n!l they parted-sang the numbers
That they never had sung before.

For the Spirits of :Music had hrought him
To the vales of Green Erin along.

And his fi:'St living breath there had taught him,
How of Sorrow they learn their SOllg, .

For tho' the heart know joy alone,
Tho' Lifebe all on~ summer morn,

The Passions' depths are never shown
Till Song is of Sorrow born.

WAR SONG •
. Ahcl ~ Ahell Ahell Ahol I

FlllSh I Dalcasian I AI_Al..nl I
Ho I the pibroch sOllndhlg I
Ho I the hills rebounding I
Ho I the javelin glancing I
Ho I the foe advancing I

Come forth I the morn is breaking,
The lark awaking,

The dew drop glisters on the willow;
No more let slumber,
Thine eye encumber,

The sun hath risen {rom his pillow.
Come forth 1 thou hope of Erin,
Our honor bearing I

o come I thy comrades old attend thee.
Not thine the heart
That knoweth fearing .

While thy God and thy lady's love defend thee.-
The righteous Power is He
That watcheth over thee,

Whose hand the might of error stayeth,
An angel pure is she.,
That all for thee

Athrough the weary night time prayeth.
Then come I the morn is breaking,
The lark awaking,
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The dew drop glistens on the willow; ':J': ~
No more let slumber, l' . 'I •t ~; ....

'Thl . ~. \I'

',. neeyeencumber" ,,.. .',1The sun hath risen (rom his pillow •. ')
Come forth I Come Corthlour honor bearing,
Not thine the heart that knoweth {earing:-
While God and woman's love defend thee
Thou wilt strike (~r the sacred rights of Erin .

r

.;. .
", "( .....

PART':n, "
PRAYEll;

\

Lord I thy chi1d~ench~~i~h':-
Them that (ear '.hee I

Lest, forlorn they perish,
When not anear thee I

Stretch thine arm above them,
Watch and shield I

That in might they prove them• On the battlefield, , .
lordi ;,-j

Dut should (ear appall then:.In the hour of strife I .
Guard not I let the death befall them I.

Worthless they oC life.
Oh Lo,dl

'.
f

BANIA.
I know not peace, 1 know not rest,

Since I have felt his presence near;
Or.if that joy obscure my breast, ..

Or only sorrow's blanding tear.But well I know the heart that loves, .
To life more dear than breath 15born, -.:.:......

And lo..e unblest, tbat faithful proves,
Will leave not all of life forlorn.

,

How oft I've gazed upon the East, ;
And feared the dawning dim and gray;

How oft I'v_eseen that morning mist
~. ,~ Before the noontide fade away.
,\ Ahl thus perchance my fears may lade,
. My mid-day life be v'oid of care:. "

For howso deep In clouds array'd, .
The heart that loves is fresh and fair.
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SONG TO A BIRD. "' ....
,,;< NESSA .• I"

Sing I Sing I sweet voice of the beart. ., -. ~ .
That thy male in her bower may hear theel

Sing J Sing I tho' dearest thou art,
Every note will but doubly endear thee I

Sing I Dh I thy song is her life, .
Whose liCeis the light of thy dwelling.

Time 8oweth,
Youth gaeth, -,

In whose season Love gloweth at teWDg.'
Yet if thy lady-love h«d not thy straW,
Deem not thy quest is in vain.
But sing on with music's true art.
From the birthland of Passion upwelllng

Young Love floweth,
. Young Heart gloweth -

Like the rose in the sun, at love's telling.
Come hither I Come hhher I

Come rest in tbe greenwood tree,
For thither, 0 thither

I never can rare to thee.
Whither 1 0 whither 1

Whr wingest thy flight so freel
Come hither I Come hither I

Blithe birdling I and sing with me.
(M4rd _j Yjr/iWlrd""';"I!r""IMNnkJ

EOCAIDH.
I go to the Southland that birth to m.e gave;

There by the sea-shore I learned my SOIlg.
There where the great ocean In darksome ea.,e

Pantelh around me the whole day IOllg,
But worthless and void is the Bardic loye

l1£ it thrillelh no heart but the minstre '. OWG.
Then dwell thou with me and my long everman

Will waken for thee alone:
Then dwell thou with me and for evermore.

My song will be thine elone.
DEOTHA(,;n~ _

Hie away to the clans of the Nt:rth r
. In my childhood I tended the cattle;

But a sapling, alone came 1 forth,
And for Erin J fou~htln the battle.

FCrrour hearts and their hope5 are our own,.
And tbe land not for ever shall bind them J

They were fashioned for freedom alone, .,
And in loving that freedom we find them.

'.

.,

, .•
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. NESsA-BANIA-mcAIDH_BEOTHACH.
Hark I the veSper chime is ringing, ~~-.
Like a heavenly chorus alnging,"
Hearken I o'er the meadow atealing,
Uke a sacred voiet! appealing.' ,

Come awar I 'tis the wedding bell
A ringing in thine ear, ' .

That a merry message bringeth
Of life and love anear.

Come away I for the EV~n song
That mourns the fading day,

b thy mom song of life, .
Come away I Come away I

EOCAlDH-BEOTHACH.
Hen it bounding, bounding,

Bounding o'er the meadow.
NESSA-R4NIA.

With wing so fleet
And fairy feet,

A lrip on a trackless way.
EOCAlDll-BEOTIIACH.

Hear it sounding, sounding, .
Sounding ~rough the shadow.

fIo"ESSA-BANlA,
Like an~els voicing,
Heaven s rejoicing.

When the erring pray.
NESSA-BANlA-EOCA1DH_BEOTHACH.

Come a ...ay I Come away I
Comeawayl Come away!
For the bell, the bell i! ringing,
o come, come away I

CHORClS,'

When In lite's budding Springtime two true hearts
areone:_

OMen of Erin?
In the bloom of the Summer their worth wlll be

known:_
o Maids of Erin I

And in Autumn brown, when tht'! false go down
Uke withered leaves in the blast,' .

The)' will still fare On liII they rest them, one,
In their Wintry home at last '

.,
,..

•
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FOUNDED 1878.

NEW YORK ~OgIETYFOR THE P~ERVA.TION
OFTHE IR~H LAWmUE.

(9HIS SOGIEJIlY is 1;ISliJu/ed10 }romcle the slutfy of'the Iris" Lin..,.
page: to PRESERVE iJ ~ a spo~enlongue: to' encourage the

study and dissemination of IRISH LITERATURE: 10cui...
liDaJeand jrachce Ihe NATIONAL AfUSIC.OF IRELAND, and /Q

establish in Ihe Ci(y of New Yorj an IRISH
f LITERARY INSTITUTE •.

,

•
CONSTITUTION.

I.
T:TE SocIETY shall consist of a PU-SIDENT, VIC£-'Pu:sm:DT. TaL\SV1.

ER, FI!\.ANctAL, RECORDING ANOCoRR£SPONDING SECltETAJlIES, UBRA&lA.N.'
with HONORARY, ACTIVE and AssoclA'u MEMBEaS.

"',;,

...,
~

"'"

ll.
The qualifications for HONORARY MEWBEIlSHIP shalt bean Annual

Subscription of at 1e.1.stFIVE DoLLARS, and for ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP an
annual fee of ONE DoLLAR. ApPLICANTSfor admission into Acnvl!: MD'_
BERSHIPmust have been for at least three months prior 10 date of appli.
cation, a student of the l:lngu::Lgeat the Irish classes of the Society. and
shall further pay nn initiahon fee of O:-lE DoLLAJf.. and thereafter an an.
nual fee of TUREE DoLLA.Jf.s.

III.
The Society $hall be governed by a Council chosen from the adive

members. which Council sh:l.lI consist of not less than fifteen. including the
President. Vice. President. Trea'it.lrer. and Financial, Recording and Cor•
responding Secretaries. Fh,~ J'!"~lnbE'r9of the C(Io\lncilto form a quorum.

.'11. J

The President and Correspond:Hg Secretary of Branch Societies in
connection with.tbis Society, shall be members oftbe.<;Oundl

1l••
The Councilshall have power to mana~ the affairs-of the Society,

and to make Dy_Laws for the better regulation of their own pl"OCeed.ings. '.

\TL .
The President. Vice.President. Treasurer, Financial. Recording and

CotTe5ponding Secretaries, and tifteen members of the Council, shall be
eleded annually on Sl Patrick'sOay. (by means of voting papers fur_
nished to every Actiye Member). and installed On that daYl a general
meeting to be held for that purpose. ,



VIL
A Flnanclal Committee of three shall be elected quarterly, to al1d1t

the accounb oflhe Society •.
VIII.

The funds of the Society shall not be applied other than for the lecitl
mate requirements thereof.

IX, .
General Meeting'i of the Society shall be held quarterly, viz I tint

Sunday in January, April. July and OCtober, and at such other times and
places as the COWlcll may determine.

X.
A general Meeting shall be understood as one of which notice shall

have been given by the Corresponding Secretary to every Ac!tive Mem-
ber, naming time, place and objed.. .

MEANS.
THE object of the Society being to promote the study of the Irish

Language: 10 Preserve it asa Spoken Ton~e:toEncoura~ the Siudyand
Dissemination of Irish Literature'; to culhvate and pra.cbce the National

. Music of Ireland, and to establIsh in the City of .New York an Irish Ut.
crary Institute: the following means are proposed for tbese ends:-

1. To establish in the City of New York free classe-s for the study
of the Irish Language, and the cultivation of Irish Vocal Music.

II. To encourage the produdion of modem lrisb Literaturo~rigl.
nal or translated.

III. To cnco.urage a familiar use of the langua~ by those who
know how to speak it, and to offer premiums for proficiency in the study
ofil

IV. To encournge and promote the fonnation of Societies and
Classes, wherever facilities exist.

V. To render material aid and assistance to the Society for the
Preservation of the Irish Language in Dublin, to enable it to success.
Cullyspread and develop the movement in Ireland.

VI. To publish works in the Irish Language and Character, and
supply same at reduced prices to Societies and Classe9 in connection
with the Society •.

VII. To offer CoMrETITloN PREM1UMSto Classes and Individuals for
composition in Irish. and transhtions into tht langua~

VIII. To provide for the members a circulatins; library, to contain
manuscripts. books. ~mph1ets aod periodical pubhca.tions pertinent to
the objed: of the Society •. '

IX. To Hold re~larLiternry Meetings, at which papers on literary,
historical and other kmdred subjects shall be read, and~Irish music ren-
dered.

X. And, if sufficient funds are acquired, to publish a cheap journal
partly in the Irish Language and Character, for the cultivation of the lan.
guage and literature of Ireland, and containing easy lessons and reports
of the transactions of the Society, and found in the City of New York a&
Insh Literary Institute with Free Library and Reading Room attached.

XI. The Council shall take such other measures as they may deem
eJ:pedient to further the objects of the Society.

Informalion ;n rf'Card 10 Ilu Iris" Langua~ 'movnnml mill Ie lid .
..isM" fru, uton (ltplita/ion /11 tlu SECRETAIlY, NEW YOIlK SocIETY FOa.

eRE Pa.ESEIlVATION OF TilE IRISII LANGUAGE" NEW VOllE..
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